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Becoming Smaller: Responses to Changes in Size and Influence in the Twentieth and Twenty-first Centuries

A Small Nation(-States) Research Centre Workshop 

25-26 May 2023

Institute of International Studies, Charles University
Room C420, Jinonice Campus, U Kříže 661/8, Prague 158 00

Day 1 - Thursday, 25 May  

8:45 Opening Remarks (Adrian Brisku and Tomáš Weiss, Charles University)

9:00-10:00 Panel 1 – ‘Post-imperial’ Nation(-States): Evoking, Replacing Imperial Legacies (Chair: Tomáš Weiss)

· Marjet Brolsma (University of Amsterdam), Notions of Smallness and Becoming Smaller in Second World War Propaganda
· Alice Cunha (Universidade Nova di Lisboa), The New Portuguese Discoveries: from the Loss of Empire to the EU Membership
10:00-11:30 Panel 2 – Post-Soviet National Survival and the Search for Greatness: Diasporic Hopes, State Narratives (Chair: Adrian Brisku)

· Sarah Slye (University of Cambridge), Duelling Strategies for the Control of Circassia
· Lamiya Panahova (Charles University), Seeking Greatness in the Past: Domestic Narratives of a “Great Nation” in Contemporary Azerbaijan
· Dmitry Dubrovskiy (Charles University), “To protect the Great country”: the Structure and Context of the New Concept of the Higher Education Teaching in Russia 
11:30-12:00 Coffee-break
12:00-13:00 Panel 3 – Dealing with Western Balkan Economic Smallness (Chair: Marko Kovačević)

· Pavle Basanovic (Independent Scholar), Porte Montenegro: Using Postmodernism to Study the Financial Sustainability of Montenegro
· Adrian Brisku (Charles University), Albania’s “Becoming Smaller” Twice and the “Pan-national Economy-Building” after 2013
13:00-14:00 Lunch (Sandwiches) in Jinonice Campus

14:00-15:00 Panel 4 – Smaller In/Out of Federations/Unions: National Security/Defence Mindsets and Choices (Chair: Sarah Slye)

· Marko Kovačević (University of Belgrade), Observing “Smallness” in World Politics through the Lens of Ontological Security Theory   

· Toms Rostoks (National Defence Academy of Latvia), Coping with Smallness in National Security: Latvia and the Conscription Debate

15:00-15:30 Coffee-break
15:30-16:30 Keynote Speech

· Samuël Kruizinga (University of Amsterdam), Threshold. When Is Small Too Small?

19:00 Dinner at Restaurant Lokál Dlouhááá (Dlouhá 33 Street, Prague 110 00)
Day 2 - Friday, 26 May 2023

9:30-10:30 Panel 5 – Foreign Policy Choices in Times of Political Transformation and Economic Crises (Chair: Marjet Brolsma)

· David Matsaberidze (Tbilisi State University), How We Matter: Georgia’s National Discourse in Post-Rose Revolution Period (2004-2012)
· António Raimundo (University of Minho), Coping with the EU Polycrisis: Portugal’s Strategic Response to the Eurozone Crisis and Brexit
10:30-10:45 Coffee-break

10:45-11:45 Panel 6 – Smaller around a Rising China: Bandwagoning and Brinkmanship (Chair: Tomáš Weiss)

· Paolo Pizzolo (Jagiellonian University), Does Size Really Matter? Small Power’s Behaviour and Chinese Rise in the Indo-Pacific 
· Dennis Senam Amamble and Emilian Kavalski (Jagiellonian University), Small Is Beautiful: Accounting for the Relational Power of Small States in a Multipolar World
11:45-12:15 Concluding Remarks (Tomáš Weiss and Adrian Brisku,)

12:15-13:00 Lunch (Sandwiches) in Jinonice Campus
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