Minutes of the Meeting of the Program Committee for the Doctoral Program
International Territorial Studies and Area Studies

held on January 26, 2026, online

Present: Prof. Mgr. Tomas Weiss, Ph.D., M.A. (Chair of the Program Committee), Prof.
PhDr. Michal Kubat, Ph.D., Assoc. Prof. Dr. habil. PhDr. Petra Guasti, M.A., Ph.D., Assoc.
Prof. PhDr. Jifi Vykoukal, CSc., Assoc. Prof. Mats Braun, Ph.D., Prof. PhDr. Véra Stojarov3,
Ph.D,, Prof. Mgr. Ing. Petr Kratochvil, Ph.D., Prof. PhDr. Lenka Rovn4, CSc.

Absent: Assoc. Prof. Mgr. Monika Brusenbauch Meiselova, Ph.D., Prof. JUDr. Jan Kysela,
Ph.D.

Agenda:

Discussion of the results of the per rollam voting for the period September-December
2025

Approval of individual study plans for first-year students

Approval of advisors for first-year students

Evaluation of doctoral students

Miscellaneous

1) Discussion of the results of the per rollam voting for the period September-

2)

December 2025

The Program Council took note of the results of the per rollam voting for the past
period. These included requests from Petr Buridnek and Lucie BoZkova to transfer to a
combined study program, both of which were approved. Furthermore, the
extraordinary evaluation of Zuzana Krulichova following the resumption of her studies
resulted in a grade of “A.”

Individual Study Plans for First-Year Student

Sofia Nyblom - ISP returned for revision; it will be submitted for a per rollam vote in
the coming days

The ISPs of the following students were approved:
Radka Dufek Michalkova

Alzbéta Dvorakova

[sabelle Haynes

Claudia Hildegarde Galantha Macey-Dare

Zuzana Zavadilova
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3) Proposed advisors for first-year students
Alzbéta Dvorakova (Michal Smetana)
Topic: The Strategic Empathy Approach to Arms Control Negotiations
Proposed advisor: Dr. Erik Lin-Greenberg, MIT

Sofia Nyblom (Valeria Korablyova)

Topic: Constructing Cultural Security: Displaced Ukrainian Artists Crafting Europe’s Civil
Defense

Proposed advisor: Assoc. Prof. Jakub Eberle, IMS FSV UK

Claudia Macey-Dare (Maria Asavei)

Topic: A Different Apocalypse: How Was Literary Postmodernism Reinterpreted in Central
and Eastern Europe Between 1989 and 2023 as a Direct Reaction to the Memory of
Socialism?

Proposed advisor: Dr. Simona Mitroiu, Alexandru loan Cuza University of lasi

I[sabelle Haynes (Michal Smetana)

Topic: Cross-National Variation in Public Support for NATO's Article 5: An Investigation of
Attitudes towards Collective Defense in Member States

Proposed advisor: Dr. Lauren Sukin, University of Oxford

Radka Dufek Michalkova (Ondrej Zila)

Topic: Transition Without Rules: Environmental Devastation, Clientelism, and Media
Invisibility of Illegal Construction and Mining Projects in Bosnia and Herzegovina
Proposed Advisor: Prof. Thede Kahl, University of Jena

The Departmental Board approved all proposed advisors.
ISP - Special Evaluation

Students evaluated as A (met individual study plan):

Shpresoné Grulaj - In January 2026, the student submitted the complete dissertation
manuscript to the supervisor for review.

Eva Huskova - The student fulfilled all requirements for the special evaluation. She
continues to write her dissertation and is expected to complete the SDZ in the spring
semester of 2026.

Adam Janovec - The student fulfilled all requirements for the extraordinary evaluation as
well as other required courses, has made progress in writing his dissertation, and is
expected to complete the SDZ in the spring semester of 2026.

Lucie Knoflickova - She has fulfilled all requirements for the special evaluation. Work on
the research is progressing at a slow but steady pace; the student is expected to fulfill all
remaining requirements in the next semester and register for the dissertation defense.
Martin Mejstiik - The student successfully passed the comprehensive exam in January and
will submit his dissertation in the coming days; the defense is scheduled to take place
during the spring semester. The dissertation opponents have been appointed: Prof. Marek
Bankowicz from Jagiellonian University in Krakow and Assoc. Prof. Petra Guasti from the
Institute of Political Science at the Faculty of Social Sciences, Charles University.
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Shreya Sharma - The student has completed all tasks assigned for the special evaluation.
Klara Vedlichova - The student has completed all tasks assigned for the special evaluation.

Students evaluated as B (failed to fulfill certain obligations according to the individual
study plan):

Cagla Nur Cetin - The student did not complete the tasks assigned during the previous
evaluation, according to which she was supposed to finalize the literature review and
research question by this evaluation. After discussion, the Program Committee concluded
that the student had seriously failed to fulfill her obligations under the ISP regarding the
progress of her dissertation preparation, as the ISP requires the finalization of the
literature review and research question by the end of the first year of study. It therefore
proposes to the dean a reduction of the doctoral stipend in accordance with Article 12d of
the Charles University Stipend Regulations. At the same time, the Departmental Board
requires the student to submit to her supervisor, no later than the end of August 2026, the
final version of the literature review, the research question including its justification, and
a chapter on the methodology of further research, including the identification of research
data sources. The fulfillment of this task will be the subject of a regular evaluation in
September 2026.

Miscellaneous

The Program Committee discussed the issue of research funding by the defense industry.
It noted that there is no consensus in Europe on whether and under what circumstances
such funding is problematic. At the same time, however, it noted that this issue is currently
not relevant to the study program.

The next meeting of the Program Committee will take place on September 21, 2026, at
10:00 a.m.

Recorded by: A. Smolikova
Approved by: Prof. T. Weiss



